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PREFACE. 

THIS  list  of  Papers  on  South  African  Geology  was  begun  some 
three  years  ago  for  my  own  convenience,  in  connection  with 
my  work  as  Inspector  of  Water  Drills  in  the  Service  of  the 
Colonial  Government.  In  May,  1893,  the  South  African  Philo- 
sophical Society,  on  the  motion  of  Dr  Muir,  resolved  to  me- 
morialize the  Government  in  regard  to  a  Geological  Survey, 
and  suggested  that,  as  a  preliminary  step,  a  Bibliography  should 
be  compiled.  At  first  it  was  my  intention  to  have  the  list 
published  by  the  Philosophical  Society,  but  when  the  Geological 
Commission  was  appointed  in  1895,  and  shortly  thereafter 
interested  itself  in  the  matter,  it  seemed  more  natural  that 
the  publication  should  take  place  under  its  auspices. 

There  have  been  many  drawbacks  and  delays  consequent  on 
the  almost  entire  absence  of  Geological  Journals  and  Proceedings 
of  Societies  in  Cape  Town,  but  a  short  visit  to  London  in 
March — May  this  year  enabled  me  to  see  many  papers  not  to 
be  found  here.  For  much  valuable  help  during  that  visit  I 
have  to  thank  Mr  F.  A.  Bather  of  the  British  Museum.  My 
thanks  are  also  due  to  the  Geologists  of  the  Commission  for  the 
titles  of  many  Papers. 

I  am  well  aware  that  the  present  lists  are  incomplete,  but 
it  was  strongly  represented  to  me  that  publication  should  no 
longer  be  delayed.  Supplementary  lists  will  be  issued  along 
with  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Geological  Commission,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  all  the  material  thus  tabulated  will  eventually  be 
utilized  in  the  production  of  a  report  showing  the  state  of  our 
knowledge  of  South  African  Geology  up  to  the  date  of  publi- 
cation. 


HARRY   SAUNDERS. 


CAPE  TOWN, 

4th  November,  1896. 
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